
DORSET LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 DUDSBURY GOLF CLUB, HOTEL & SPA

THURSDAY 21st October 2021 at 2.00pm

MINUTES

1. Notice convening the Meeting and welcome by the President.

The President (Val Ford) invited the Assistant Secretary (Sara Lees) to convene the 
Meeting. 
The Assistant Secretary convened the 2021 Dorset Ladies County Golf Association AGM at
14.05hrs

The President asked that all mobile phones be switched off and gave procedural 
information.

The President asks the meeting to “bow their heads” for a short silence to remember all our 
members who are no longer with us:

NAME CLUB

Margaret Green
Dorset Golf and Country 
Club

Sue Clark Ferndown
Isobel Hussey Weymouth
Sheila Straw Weymouth
Elsa Walker Came Down
Norma Quayle Parkstone
Yvonne Heard Parkstone
Georgie Whitelock Parkstone
Pat Travies Parkstone
Yvonne Claydon Sherborne
Linda Whalley Dudsbury
Leigh Clark Ferndown Forrest

President’s Welcome

Good afternoon Ladies.  Firstly, I would like to thank Dudsbury Golf Club for hosting today’s
AGM.  It is great to see so many of you today in “the flesh”.  Last year, you may remember 
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that we conducted our AGM via ZOOM. I was in my lounge in Parkstone. Many of you were
situated in various locations across Dorset in your lounges, kitchen’s, studies and 
bedrooms. But we made it work! This golfing year has not yet returned to ‘normal’ but we 
are edging forever closer. Our AGM is now more how we remember it …….so WELCOME 
BACK!

2.  To receive apologies for absence

There were 26 apologies recorded.

3.  To approve the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 21st October 2020.  
These minutes have been posted previously to all County Club Representatives. 

PROCEDUAL INFORMATION. 
The  President  asked  that  when  delegates  raised  their  hand  to  propose  or  second  for
approval, if identified, please would they stand and state their name and which club that
they are representing.

Proposed by:  Anne Talbot (Came Down)                                          
Seconded by: Cathy MacFarlane-Thompson (Broadstone) Agreed

The Minutes were signed by the President as a true record.

4.  Matters Arising from the above meeting.

The President asked if there were any matters arising.
There were no matters arising.

5. To receive reports from the Association’s Officers

a) County Captain – Kate Roberts 

Good afternoon, Ladies. How lovely to see you all in person this year! Last year’s AGM
when we held it on Zoom seems such a long time ago and so much has changed. We have
gone from playing no golf, to playing golf but not being allowed in the club houses, not
touching the flags, not raking bunkers, not exchanging cards and for some starting on-line
tee booking. Now we’re back playing with restrictions off and our main concern is what do
we do at the end of a round – to hug or not to hug!!

Despite the slow start to the Season we have managed to get all our competitions played
but it has meant a very congested golfing diary with, it feels, no let up!

Reports from the competitions go on the website but I’ll give a brief synopsis to refresh your
memories of the year we’ve had.

The First and Second Teams really suffered from the COVID implications with many of
their matches being cancelled. The second team managed a match against the Ashley
Wood men and then late in the season had a match against Devon but other than a match
against the First team that was all.

2



The First team did get to play the South-West Inter Counties Championships at Bristol and
Clifton Golf Club in July. This was the first time playing the new format had taken place. It
was two foursomes and 3 singles matches played against each county over 2 and half
days. The format was generally well received and our ladies did very well. The standard of
golf  was amazing and well  worth  watching.  Although we came third  we actually  came
second on games won and missed out by one point on coming second overall. Somerset
won which was the first time since 1955 so very well deserved.

This is the first year we have had managers running the teams and it has worked very well.
Thank you to Mel McMahon, First Team Manager, and Lesley Muddiman, Second Team
Manager, who have done a great job this year under very difficult circumstances. 

Senior Ladies have not had any matches this year as the previous format has been under
discussion. However, in September some of our ladies played in the inaugural SW Senior
Scratch Team Competition at Bristol and Clifton GC. This was a team of four playing a
stroke play competition with the best 3 out of 4 scores to count. Dorset had a solid score
coming third.  It  is  hoped that this  will  be the start  of  future SW Scratch Senior  Ladies
tournaments.  Next  year  it  is  to  be  hosted  by  Somerset.  Thanks  go  to  Carol  Cass  for
organising our team.

So to our own County Meetings.

Senior Championships played at Came Down on the 12th May.  This was our first 
competition of the season and at this time we were not allowed in the club house
but  Liz  and I  registered you all  in  the foyer.  It  was also a typical  county  meeting with
competitors having to negotiate the sink hole that had opened up on the bypass!! Despite
this it was a great start to the season with 76 ladies taking part. The Senior Champion was
Jane Southcombe (who was a member of Yeovil GC at the time) and the winner of the net
prize and was Sally Davis from Weymouth.

Bronze Spring Meeting played at Wareham on 24th May. This wasn’t so well attended
but the feeling was that some ladies were still apprehensive about travelling and playing, as
it was early days from being out of ‘lockdown’. The winners were Best Gross Low Bronze –
Sara Baker (Ferndown) and High Bronze Pauline Baillie (Ferndown).

The Interclub County Foursomes held on 9th and 10th June at Yeovil Golf Club.  This
was a wonderful two days with perfect weather. The Scratch final was between Knighton
Heath and Broadstone. It was won by Knighton Heath. The Silver final was between Came
Down and Broadstone and was won by Came Down and the Bronze final was between
Dorset Golf and Country Club (DGCC) and Yeovil and was won by DGCC.

The County Championships  were held  at  Ferndown GC between 17 th –  20th June
having been postponed from the end of April. We held the competitions over four rather
than  five  days  and  this  seems  to  have  worked  well.  We  also  had  to  reduce  the
championships to an 18-hole competition from 36 hole as we had torrential  rain which
closed the course. Despite this it was a very successful meeting. The winner of the Silver
Spring Challenge was Dee Woods (Crane Valley), The Johnstone Cup was won by Lesley
Muddiman  (Broadstone)  and  the  Dorset  County  Champion  was  Mel  McMahon  (Lyme
Regis) who has now won it six times!
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The Over 70s played at the Isle of Purbeck on 5th July was won by Penny Channon
(Broadstone) with 20pts played over 9 holes.

The Bowmaker played at Ashley Wood on 15th July was won by the team of Sandra
Lane, Katy Bean and Angela Gascoigne with 81 pts. This was a big field with 61 teams
taking part!

The Autumn Meeting was played at Bulbury Woods on 18th and 19th August. The Silver
was won by Sue Olds (Broadstone), the Low Bronze by Pat Ray (Weymouth) and High
Bronze by Mickie Rawlinson (Bulbury Woods).

We now come to the Knocks Outs.

The Humphreys Bowl was won by Ferndown who beat Broadstone
The Parkin Cup was won by Broadstone who beat Weymouth.
And finally the Interclub was won by Parkstone who beat Ferndown. 

All of these finals were very close and exciting to watch. 

Other News

Jane Southcombe has had a great  season coming second in  the England Golf  Senior
Women;s Championships having been beaten on the 19 th hole by a birdie. Jane was then
picked as a reserve to represent England in the England Golf Senior Women’s squad. She
won our Seniors Championships and came third in the EG Senior Women’s Champion of
Champions at Woodhall Spa.

SW Women’s Foursomes played at Stover Golf Club on 7th October was won by Harriet
Teversham (Yeovil) and Jane Southcombe (Broadstone).

Once again Georgia Hall has done really well representing Europe in the Solheim Cup. I’m
sure you all know that Europe beat the USA in a thrilling, nail biting tournament, winning 15-
13. Roll on 2023 when the tournament will be played in Spain.

Away from playing golf, Dorset Ladies achieved Safe Golf accreditation in February 2021
which we had to do to remain affiliated to England Golf. We have to update yearly so I will
be leaving this responsibility in Jane Paine’s very capable hands!

Karen Gray our Communications and Website officer was very busy during lockdown and
used the time to update our very out dated website. The website is now much easier to
negotiate. She has spent many hours trying to get it right and is still tweeking it! I’m sure
you’ll agree she has done a fantastic job. 

All  the  junior  successes will  be  mentioned in  Sheila’s  report.  I  don’t  want  to  steal  her
thunder!

One of the ladies mentioned who has sadly died this year was Isobel Hussey who died at
the age of 97years. Not only had Isobel been a member of Weymouth Golf Club for over 50
years  she  had  also  served  on  the  DLCGA  executive  committee.  Isobel  was  County
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Delegate for Weymouth for 13 years, she was County Vice Captain, County Vice President
and in 1990 Isobel was elected County Veteran’s Captain. Isobel was made an honorary
life member of DLCGA in 1991 and some of you may remember her hoisting the new
DLCGA flag at our Centenary lunch held at Dudsbury GC in 2011. Isobel had a very active
life and I’m sure she will be greatly missed not only by her family but also by the golfing
community.

Thank you’s.

It has been a difficult year getting back after the COVID restrictions lifted. It hasn’t been
easy  for  clubs  to  accommodate  us  as  well  as  keeping  members  happy.  So  we really
appreciate and thank all the clubs who made their courses available to us and in doing so
helping it to be a successful golfing year.

A special thanks goes to Ann Talbot our Handicap Advisor. Although the new WHS came 
into being in 2020 it didn’t really come into practice until this year and we
thank her for seeing us through all the teething problems and being at the end of the phone
to help.

Cathy MacFarlane-Thompson has done a great job organising the Interclub and Knock out
competitions. I am very grateful for her agreeing to stay on another year.

Jane Southcombe is our South-West Regional Advisor and continues to speak for us at
England Golf. I certainly appreciate her vast knowledge of all things golf and being able to
call on her for advice.

Thanks also go to Jane Dowling and Sue Winkle for running the Vets section. I know this
too has been a difficult year for them.

Sheila Davidge our CJO and her committee have had another great year so many thanks to
them for all their hard work and commitment to the junior section.

Jenny Waterhouse USGA team leader deserves thanking. She and the team must have
had  an  absolutely  hectic  few  years  getting  all  the  courses  rated  ready  for  the
implementation of the WHS. Perhaps it might start to calm down now.

Thank  you  to  all  of  the  Delegates  for  attending  the  meetings,  distributing  information,
attending competitions and for chivvying up your ladies to enter competitions. Without you
the  county  wouldn’t  be  able  to  run.  Also  thank  you  to  the  Ladies  Captains  and  their
committees who help at the events. It is very much appreciated. Of course, we also need
competitors so thank you to all of you who enter the events and may travel long distances
to do so.

I haven’t forgotten The Executive. What a great group of ladies. They’re fantastic to work
with. They’re knowledgeable, incredibly hard working and good fun to be with. They make
my job so much easier knowing I can rely on them and have their expertise to guide me.

Finally – (Assuming you all agree the recommendation), I would like to welcome Jo Hadley,
incoming President taking over from Val Ford, Claire Bird, Vice-Captain and Jane Paine
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Welfare Officer. I’m really looking forward to working with them and am extremely grateful
that they have agreed to take on their new roles.

b) Vice Captain – No Report
c) Honorary Treasurer – Annie Hobell 

Good after-noon ladies, I have pleasure in presenting our accounts for 2020/21

The accounts have been checked and put together by the Finance Manager for Dorset
Community Action. 

On page 3 – Statement of Financial Activities, you can see the income for 2020/21 was
£45,141 which  was about  29% more than the  previous year  and the  expenditure  was
£33,897 which was about 116% more than the previous year. These marked upturns in
expenditure and income are a direct  result  of  the restrictions being  lifted  for  Covid  19
pandemic that in comparison were enforced on the activities of the Ladies section in the
previous year. 

The net movement in funds for the year was a surplus of £11,244, added to the reserves
from the previous year of £44,046 the reserves as at the end of 31st August 2021 now
stand at £55,290.

If  you  look  at  page  4  –  The Balance  Sheet  you  can  see,  we  had  £33 in  the  way of
Prepayments and £714 in the way of Creditors. The total funds (reserves) of £55,290 are
broken down into Ladies £40,551 and Juniors £14,739.

Page 5 shows a detailed breakdown of the Income and Expenditure. 

I have also enclosed a separate breakdown of the Juniors Income and Expenditure on page
6. 

This year we have a combined column “Juniors paid by ladies”. I have consolidated Junior
match-week, Junior CJO expenses, Ladies annual donation and Alresford Cup expenses all
into this one heading.  This gives a better understanding and more clarity on what is paid
for. 

Next year it would seem that our expenses may rise due to the increase in disbursement
fees that golf clubs are asking for hosting our competitions. The Exec team will however
continue to monitor this and ensure that we get the best value for money.  

If anyone has any questions, I will be only too happy to try and answer them.

The President thanked Annie and asked if there were any questions. 

There were no questions from the floor.

The President stated that there will be an opportunity to adopt the report at Item 6.

d) County Representative EG SW Region – Jane Southcombe 

England golf
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The funding from Sports England is up for review.

The R and A and England golf are carrying out a project into diversity and inclusion this will
involve Junior Golf which will be helped by the golf foundation.

I-golf came into being in July of this year and since that time England golf have had over
7000 subscribers, i-golf allows the independent golfer to have a formal handicap without
actually being a member of a club, this should increase participation, with the right amount
of  communication  between  clubs  and  England  golf  it  should  lead  to  an  increased
membership in clubs. Generally, membership throughout the country has gone up probably
mainly due to COVID 19.

Safe golf – all counties are now safe golf accredited and most clubs are also accredited.
There  are  a  very  small  number  of  clubs  which  will  be  disaffiliated  from England  Golf
because they are refusing to be safer golf accredited – note there are none in Dorset to my
knowledge.

England golf is promoting golf through a number of campaigns such as get-into-golf, give it
a shot, girls golf rocks and why I-golf.

Worldwide  handicapping  has  come  this  year  as  I'm  sure  we  are  all  aware  and  not
surprisingly there were a number of teething issues and England golf were very stretched to
keep up with the number of inquiries. This has settled down in the past few months and
although many issues have been sorted England Golf are keeping an open mind. They are
reviewing the fact that the course playing index does not move as much as the old CSS.
This will be reviewed and will be continued to be reviewed over the coming months. There
is also an issue of putting in cards from the R and A and cards from other countries.

SW Region

Competitions

This year’s match week was won by Somerset, they went on to be second in the national
finals which was a great performance.

The Australian spoons regional final was held at Yeovil Golf Club and the winners were
Mary Knight and Sandra Morton from East Devon Golf Club, unfortunately they did not fair
that well in the finals which were held at Woodhall Spa Golf Club.

The SW Foursomes was held at Stover Golf Club. The winners of the gross competition
were Harriet Teversham and me. The winners of the nett competition were Teresa Metters
and Lou Vassie from Stover Golf Club.

The SW Bowmaker was held yesterday at St Enodoc Golf Club.

Unfortunately, the main SW championship had to be cancelled due to the lack of entries. At
present  we are  hoping that  this  was due to  COVID 19 but  the  SW committee  will  be
monitoring this and should the lack of entries continue it may be that we have to abandon
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this event in its entirety in the future.  The region really does need the support of individual
counties so that all these events can continue.

e) Handicap Advisor – Ann Talbot

Good afternoon, ladies

It’s been a difficult year for Clubs, but they have coped really well with the COVID 19 Rules
and the World Handicap System.  My special thanks to all Handicap Secretaries for their
attendance at Zoom Meetings and their support and guidance given to members.

England Golf  has produced a  document  outlining  the  Role  Description  for  a  Handicap
Committee  Member  and  also  guidance  on  the  operation  of  the  WHS  Platform,  which
controls the members’ Handicap Index.

The  Annual  Review  process  should  be  conducted  from the  1st October  to  the  end  of
December  2021.   This  year’s  Review  Report  will  date  from  November  2020  and
Committees are advised to only review members who are identified on the report.

The system is beginning to settle down, but we need to encourage members to submit
more scores, either in competition or General Play through the EG App.  The only correct
Handicap Index will be on the WHS Platform and the EG App, HDID should not be relied
upon for HI.

There is still confusion regarding the Playing Handicap in singles stroke play.  The player
must use her Course Handicap, particularly important when playing a Stableford, Par or
Bogey competition as players could lose vital shot allocation.

England Golf Women’s’ Medal competition rules remain as this year.  It is open to all female
amateur golfers of all ages who are in possession of an individual up-to-date HI of 54.0 or
below and are members of EG.  All forms of individual Club stroke play competitions (not
just Medals) will be included in the calculation of the best four lowest aggregate cards for
the Club winner.

Guidance from England Golf on the allowances for 2 from 3 Bowmaker competitions.  The
allowance should be 85% and not 90% as previously.  This can be found in the Guidance
on  the  WHS  Rules  GB&I  on  Page  44.
https://www.englandgolf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/WHS-Rules-Reference-Guide.pdf
I have tried to limit my report to items of particular interest, but other correspondence is with
your  Handicap  Secretaries  who  will  report  to  your  Ladies’  Committees.  I  am happy to
answer any questions you may have.

f) Junior Organiser – Sheila Davidge (Report Read by Sara Lees) 

I apologise but due to hospital appointment I cannot make the meeting.
Our coach for squad one – Fern Grimshaw unfortunately had to stand down for the last
sessions due to having an operation, I am pleased to report that she is well and fit again.
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Barry Mutter (Broadstone) kindly stood in for Fern and the girls enjoyed his coaching and
learnt a lot of short play and putting, thank you to Barry for standing in at such short notice
and Broadstone Golf Club for allowing us to use their facilities. 
Groups 1 and 2 have continued to have their coaching with Mike Dodd and Charlie Pilinger
at Sturminster Marshall GC.

Our coaching session with John Jacobs at Cumberwell Park GC on their fantastic short
game area went very well and we played nine holes on one of their lovely courses.

We played our Girls Championship and Birdie Trophy at Broadstone GC on 16th May. A
big thank you to Val Ford for starting the girls and presenting the Trophies along with Sue
Olds – Lady Captain at Broadstone GC on a very wet day.

The Birdie girls started to come in – looking a bit bedraggled but happy. It was lovely to see
and hear some of the very nice comments from the balcony from members of Broadstone –
some of whom thought I was a bit nasty in sending such little ones out to play golf, this was
after they had been out playing in pouring rain. 

The young high handicap girls  played very well  on a very tough course in  very tough
conditions and Olivia Harris (Sturminster GC) won with 41 points – awesome, with Lilly Mae
Jones (Parkstone GC) with 35 points and Evie Brown (Sturminster GC) with 30 points. 

Girls Championship – the girls came in – some smiles, others not so happy but all finished
which was a great achievement. 

Dorset Girls Champion is Lilli  Horn (Ferndown GC) with a 77 & 75, with Chloe Haesler
(Broadstone GC) one shot behind with a 78 & 75. Sienna Birch (Ferndown GC) was third
with 77 & 80. 

Dorset Nett Champion is Sienna Birch with a Nett – 143, with Chloe Haesler a nett 149. 

Inter Counties at Isle of Wedmore was very tough because the majority of other Counties
had  taken  high  handicap  players  and  we  were  giving  so  many  shots  because  the
competition is based on handicap. One of the girls had to give 14 shots and no player
actually  had shots which I  am sure you agree,  is  very tough.  Gloucestershire  won the
competition.

The Ashley Wood and Palmer at Ashley Wood was held on 3rd August at Ashley Wood
GC. The winner of the gross competition – Ashley Wood Trophy was Hermione Christey
Clover and the nett winner – Palmer Trophy was won by Elle Read.
In this strange world of WHS, strange things have been happening with handicaps, I am
pleased to say that the girl’s handicaps have dropped by 173 shots overall. Our lowest
handicap is Lilli  Horn (Ferndown GC) with +2.2, followed by Louise Burke (Broadstone)
+1.6 and Charlotte Brook (Parkstone GC) +1.
We have a number of girls in the England Golf South-West Regional Squad: Lilli  Horn,
Louise Burke, Ellie Mans, Honor Johnson, Suzy Cribb. 
I would like to thank the ladies that support junior golf with their kind donations. Georgia
Hall has again provided some more uniform for us to sell and go towards junior funds and
we thank her for her continued support of Dorset Juniors and we hope to see her at our
annual Christmas party.
I would also like to thank all the clubs that continue to support junior girls, Val Ford for being
at the competitions and supporting the girls.
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The Junior Committee do a lot of work in the background, and I would like to thank Martin 
Purchase and Steve Haesler who have been very supportive over the last two years.

g) Veteran’s Captain – Jane Dowling 

In the end we had some very happy days!

The decision of Devon and Cornwall not to participate this year meant that the 
South-West Veterans Shield was not played for which left us with three Friendly matches
and these were against Somerset, Hampshire and Wiltshire.

All  three Counties were suffering from a  paucity  of  Division  2 (Bronze)  players so  the
Captains decided to run friendly matches with the players that were available which were
heavily weighted in favour of Division 1 (Silver).

Our first match was against Hampshire at Barton on Sea which was enjoyed by everyone,
the course and catering were excellent. The next day, the kitchens were closed due to a
Covid 19 positive tested member of staff, so we were lucky. A happy draw on that occasion.

The next match against Somerset had to be postponed due to a Covid 19 positive member
of staff  at Ashley Wood, but they very kindly rescheduled us for the end of September
where we were looked after wonderfully well but the teams struggled in very challenging
weather. Another draw.

Our third match against Wiltshire was held at Meryick Park, the weather and food was
lovely and we came out on top with a 4 1\2 to 2 1\2 win.

The Spring Greensomes event was unfortunately cancelled as the course was not made
available after the lifting of Covid restrictions. The Autumn Greensomes at Knighton Heath
was well supported with 40 pairs enjoying a sunny day and a course in good condition. The
winning score was 41 by Maggie Button and Maureen Gilpin from Ferndown. There were
three pairs on 39 which had to be separated on count back. Maggie and Maureen have won
the Irma Keyes Salver. 

The  Cumberledgeware  Spoons  (Spring  Meeting)  and  Millenium Rose  Bowl  (aggregate
scores from Spring and Autumn meetings) were not played for.

Next year’s fixtures are all arranged and will open with the Spring Meeting at Bridport and
West Dorset Golf Club on 20th April 2022.

Our Vice Captain should now be a Weymouth lady next in rotation to ourselves as we
succeeded Lyme Regis. Unfortunately, Weymouth are unable to fulfil their obligations in this
regard and we are currently approaching Came Down. As Sue and I are doing a two-year
stretch, we have plenty of time to familiarise the incoming Vice Captain with the events for
which she will be responsible.

h) Seniors’ Captain – No Report

This concluded the reports.
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6.  To receive and adopt the Examined Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2020
Proposed by:  Ruth Thrussell (Ferndown)   Seconded by:  Carol Brown (Bridport)                 
Agreed

7.  To appoint Linda Riggs as Accounts Examiner for 2020/2021 
Proposed by: Grace Burke (Knighton Heath)  Seconded by: Fiona Langridge (Meryck Park) 
Agreed

8.  Resolution 1 
That Association Members retain the per capita subscription at £12.00 for the 2022
and 2023 subscription year  

Recommendation
The Executive Committee recommends to the Association Members that they accept
Resolution 1 

Seconded by: Sue Olds (Broadstone) Agreed

Resolution  2  –  Rules  of  the  Association  –  Rule  6  –  The  other  Officers  of  the
Association- to add after Interclub and KnockOut Secretary, First Team Manager and
Second Team Manager.

Background: The addition to the Officers of First and Second team Managers has been
piloted for the last 2 years. This was done to help the Captain in her duties. This was
discussed at Delegates Meeting and agreed.

This will now read: “The other Officers of the Association – one Delegate (or
substitute)  from each Club.  In  addition,  there will  be the following:  the Veteran’s
Captain,  Veteran’s  Secretary,  County  Welfare  Officer,  Interclub  and  Knockout
Secretary,  First  team manager,  Second Team Manager,  County  Junior  Organiser,
County  Handicap  Adviser,  Communications  and  Web Site  Officer  and  the  USGA
Course Rater”.

Recommendation
The  Executive  Committee  recommends  to  the  Association  Members  that  they  accept
Resolution 2

Seconded by: Valerie Williams (Parkstone) Agreed

Resolution 3 – Rules of the Association – Update Rule 12 &13 - County Colours &
Brooches.

 Background:  a.) England Golf (EG) has changed the format of the County 1st Team Week
(a shorter version).  1st Team players would receive their colours after 10 matches NOT 12. 
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                         b.) When both 1 st and 2nd team players attain their Colours they will be
presented with a County Brooch. This was discussed in 2020 and agreed.

This rule will now read: ‘ 12 COUNTY COLOURS 1st Team. County Brooches to be given
to Members of the 1st Team, who have represented their County not less than 10 times.
                                         13 COUNTY COLOURS 2nd Team.  County Brooches to be given
to Members of the 2nd Team, who have represented their County not less than 8 times.

Recommendation
The  Executive  Committee  recommends  to  the  Association  Members  that  they  accept
Resolution 3

Seconded by:  Sue Crabb (Ferndown) Agreed

Resolution 4 – Rules and Conditions of Play Governing All County competitions
Scratch Knockout Competitions. Rule 70  (Humphreys & Parkin) to add :
“ In the event of either team having already secured two wins a match may be
called  in and a halved match recorded for results purposes.”

Background: The Interclub and Knockout Secretary requested an addition to the wording
of rule 70 of Rule and conditions of play, the majority of results record halved matches
which is common sense especially in poor weather conditions, so the following wording
ratifies proceedings. 

The rule to now read
‘Each round comprises 3 singles matches played to a win or loss. In the event

of  either  team having already secured two wins a match may be called in and a
halved match recorded for results purposes’.

Recommendation
The  Executive  Committee  recommends  to  the  Association  Members  that  they  accept
Resolution 4

Seconded by: Pauline Baillie (Ferndown) Agreed

9.  Presentation  of  Trophies  and  Prizes  from  the  Veterans’  Section,  Seniors’
Championships, Autumn Meeting and Aggregate Club Trophies won during the year.

10.  Election of Officers to County Committee

The Following Officers to be elected according to the Association Rules
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President Jo Hadley (B) Executive Appointment

Val Ford introduces Jo Hadley
 
Jo started playing golf when she was 11 years old. She persuaded her father to take her
golfing. She has loved golf ever since that very first round. 

As a junior, Jo played off a handicap of 17 and played in many Junior Girls events in North
Wales. Jo went on to medical School and became a GP. She found golf was a great form of
relaxation away from her studies and medical career.  

When her two sons were old enough to cook their own dinners, Jo joined Canford Golf club
and began playing regularly. Jo has been a member of Broadstone since 2010 and has
been  involved  in  the  Broadstone  Ladies  Section  committee  for  4  years  culminating  in
becoming Ladies’ Captain in 2020. 

Jo has supported County events over the last 10 years; she has represented Dorset in both
the County 2nd team and the senior teams. She now plays off a handicap index of 7.8. Jo
has now recently retired and is looking forward to sharing her interest,  experience and
passion for golf, with the ladies of Dorset.

Please may I have your approval for this appointment? Approved

The Outgoing President (Val Ford) President hands badge to new president (Jo Hadley)
and stands down.  

Jo Hadley takes the Chair

Captain Kate Roberts (B) Executive appointment
Kate has kindly agreed to stand for another year.

Vice -Captain Claire Bird (AW)            Executive Appointment
Welfare Officer Jane Paine (KH) Executive Appointment

Kate Roberts introduces Claire Bird and Jane Paine

Claire Bird - Introduction:

Val introduced me to Claire in 2020 when Claire was supporting the Junior Championships
at Ashley Wood. In fact, it was Val who whispered in my ear saying Claire would make a
good County Captain.

I have found this to be very true.

Claire has always been involved in sport, not only as a teacher and latterly head of PE at
Parkstone Grammar (that is where some of you with daughters may know her from), but as
a coach, spectator and volunteer. Actually, Claire volunteered at the 2012 Olympics, which
is a story you might like to ask her about. Since retiring Claire has been able to play more
golf and has been Ashley Woods Interclub Captain. 
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Claire agreed to be my Vice Captain last Spring and has subsequently shadowed us at
executive, delegates and county meetings to get a feel for how it all works. I must admit I
was hoping it wouldn’t put her off, but it seems to have had the opposite effect. I have found
her to be friendly, approachable and willing to learn. 

Claire’s life in sport  will  make her an excellent Vice Captain and Captain. I  am looking
forward to working with her and recommend her to you.

Jane Paine – Introduction:

Following Tracy’s recruitment drive last year we were very lucky that Jane volunteered her
services. Once I knew what Jane’s background was, I realised she would be perfect for the
role of Welfare Officer.

Jane is a solicitor by profession, has worked in private practice and latterly teaching at
Bournemouth University to solicitors, under-graduates and graduates.

Importantly  for  this  role  Jane  has also  been  a  volunteer  for  Witness  Support  at
Bournemouth  Crown Court,  which  involved being  part  of  a  team supporting  vulnerable
children while they were giving evidence.

Jane is a member at Knighton Heath, has been the Ladies Committee Secretary and has
been nominated to be the Ladies Vice-Captain in 2022.

Since our first meeting we have met a number of times going through our Safeguarding
policies. Jane has also completed the appropriate training courses. 

Jane  is  very  aware  of  the  wider  Welfare  responsibilities  and  will  also  ensure  our
Safeguarding  Accreditation  remains  current.  Consequently,  I  believe  Jane  will  be  an
excellent Welfare Officer and I recommend her to you.

1st Team Captain Melissa McMahon (LR) Executive Appointment
2nd Team Captain Lesley Muddiman (B) Executive Appointment

Please may I have your approval for these appointments? Approved
          

The following Executive Officers have agreed to continue their term of office for one year
according to Association rules.

Hon Secretary Liz Walker (B&WD)
Hon Treasurer Annie Hobell (SM)
Assistant Secretary Sara Lees (F)

Please may I have your approval that the officers continue in their posts? Approved

The following Officers to continue their term of office according to Association rules.

Inter-club & Knockout Sec  Cathy McFarlane Thompson (B) 
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Vets Captain Jane Dowling (B & WD)
Vets Secretary Sue Winkle (B & WD)

Please may I have your approval that these officers continue in their posts?
Approved

The following Officers to be re-elected en bloc in accordance with the Association Rules.

County Representative EG SW Region Jane Southcombe (Y) Executive Appointment 
Handicap Advisor Ann Talbot (CD) Executive Appointment 

On behalf of EG
USGA Course Rater       Jenny Waterhouse) Executive Appointment

On behalf of EG                 
County Junior Organiser Sheila Davidge (AW) Executive Appointment
Communications and Web Site Officer Karen Gray (D) 1 Executive Appointment 

Please may I have your approval for these re-elected appointments? Approved

Kate Roberts 

Val has come to the end of her tenure as President and I do have to say it has been a
pleasure working with her.

Before Val became President I ‘knew her’ but didn’t ‘know her’!! I knew that she was and is
a good golfer and had been the Seniors Captain but I had never really been in the same
circle.

I now know she is good fun to be around and could actually be an honorary Yorkshire girl –
She’s definitely not afraid to call a spade a shovel! A girl after my own heart!! 

In all seriousness Val is very clear in her thinking, is very knowledgeable about golf and this
has been a great help to me especially as I’ve not had a Vice Captain with whom to mull
over  things.  She  supported  Mel  (1st Team Manager)  and  me  at  the  SW Inter  County
Championships,  she  has  been  out  on  the  course  during  County  meetings  ensuring
everyone is OK, has also supported the Juniors at some of their events   …. And has
helped us work through COVID 19 with all its trials and tribulations!

Val is now going to spend more time with her grandchildren (and Pete) and hopefully still
have time to play golf.

Thank you for all your help and advice Val. I’m going to miss you!

And here is a little gift as a momento.

11. Any Other Business 

Valerie Williams (Parkstone) wished to thank Karen Gray on behalf of all the delegates for 
the efforts she put in with the new County Website. Agreed
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12.  Vote of Thanks by County Champion – read by Assistant Secretary, Sara Lees

Good Afternoon Ladies
I had planned on attending this year’s AGM but unfortunately due to health reasons I am
not able to attend so please accept my apologies. 
 
As the 2021 Lady Champion, I  would like to thank Ferndown Golf Club for hosting the
County  Championship  and  all  those  involved  in  the  preparation.  The  event  ran  very
smoothly even if the English weather tried to stop us. Once the rain cleared and allowed
play to continue the course was in fantastic condition, a credit to the greenkeeping staff. 
I had a fantastic few days at Ferndown and certainly helped the start of my golf season,
finishing 2nd in the stroke-play to qualify, and winning the 2021 County Championship. It
was a real shame that only half the normal field managed to qualify into the match-play
stage but so lovely to see new faces coming through the county. 

The County is going from strength to strength with some fantastic young golfers coming
through, surprising how quickly you can go from one of the youngest in the team at 13 to
one of the oldest at 29!

This year my role changed slightly, I wasn’t just a player who turned up to the games and
county match week, I had the privilege of being the County 1st Team Manager, something I
didn’t think I would be doing for at least another 25 years! I must say this has given me a
further insight into all the hard work the county volunteers do for us players and I really
couldn’t thank them enough.  
 
This year the format changed for match week putting additional pressure on me picking the
team and who plays foursomes and who plays single match play. All the girls were fantastic
in understanding the new format of less matches. We started our week on fire, great team
spirit, fantastic golf and all so privileged to be wearing yellow and blue. Girls thank you for
being a pleasure to manage and I look forward to playing alongside you next year. 

I was honoured to represent Dorset in the County Champion of Champion events at the
Home of England Golf,  Woodhall  Spa. I  played well  but unfortunately finished T5th, so
hopefully more luck next time!

Finally, again another big thank you to all the Dorset County volunteers, the time and effort
given by all are not praised enough, without these volunteers’ County events would not be
successful. Even if us girls do contribute to a couple more grey hairs a year!! 
 
Melissa McMahon County Champion 2008, 2009, 2015, 2016, 2019 & 2021!

13.  Date of 2022 Annual General Meeting: Wednesday, 19th October, 2pm at 
Dudsbury Golf Club, Hotel & Spa.

 14.  Date of the next Delegates meeting: FRI 12th November, 10.30am at 
Dorchester Bowls Club

The President closed the meeting at 15.35.
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