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DORSET LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 DUDSBURY GOLF CLUB, HOTEL & SPA 

 
Wednesday 19th October 2022 at 2.00pm 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Notice convening the Meeting and welcome by the President. 
 

The President (Joanne Hadley) invited the Assistant Secretary (Sara Lees) to convene the 
Meeting.  
The Assistant Secretary convened the 2022 Dorset Ladies County Golf Association AGM at 
14.05hrs 
 
The President asked that all mobile phones be switched off and gave procedural 
information. 
 
The President asks the meeting to “bow their heads” for a short silence to remember all our 
members who are no longer with us: 
 
HRH QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
 

 

    

 

Name     Club 

Joan East                Came Down 

Betty Childs                                            Came Down 

Hazel De La Mare                              Crane Valley 

Brenda Atkins                                              Crane Valley 

Margaret Geddes                Dorset Golf and Country Club  
                                                                       and previously Weymouth 

Jenny Hewlett                Dorset Golf and Country Club 

Joyce Lowther                Dudsbury 

Marjorie Nesbitt                Parkstone 

Jill Bowles                 Parkstone 

Ann Huybers                                                Parkstone 

Lillias Welton                                               Parkstone 

Anne Bugler                 Sherborne 

Phyllis Arnor                                                Sherborne                                             

Margarita Glanville                Weymouth 
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President’s Welcome 
 
Good afternoon, Ladies 
Thank you all for coming today.    Nice to get back to more normal year of golf. 
Covid is out there but probably not the scary threatening thing it was a few years ago. 
Now we have other worries - Hypothermia ……and living costs!!  
Thank goodness for golf, companionship and fun, to take our mind off our problems. 
The AGM /Presentation is a good event for us to celebrate 2022 Dorset Ladies County Golf 
and to remind ourselves how lucky we are. 
My first year of presidency is completed.   It has been busy but extremely enjoyable. 
I would like to share a couple of my experiences with you. 
 

a. Your Dorset Ladies Executive Team  
What an amazing group of ladies! They have been very supportive to me as a County 
beginner. 
County Events seemingly run smoothly but underneath I know that they are paddling 
furiously and working hard for your benefit. Thank you also to all the other county 
volunteers working backstage as it were, giving up their time for Ladies Golf.  
I do want to thank them ALL on your behalf, as without them we wouldn’t be running any 
County events or Teams. I fear the County would cease to exist.  
 

b. . SW Match week at Clevedon GC 
I was completely inspired by the intensity of the competition and the wonderful team spirit 
the Dorset young ladies had in playing in the event. The standard of golf and behaviour was 
exemplary. I was a very proud President that week.  
 

c. Junior Events 
I have loved attending these and seeing the future of ladies golf, little tiny golf clubs ...so 
cute. It is important that we support Junior golf in our clubs and at a county level. 
 

d. Ferndown Ladies centenary year event in September.   
What a joyful event. A wonderful idea to have ladies form every club in Dorset to play in a 
fun competition. Congratulations to them on 100 years of ladies golf. A lot of work had also 
gone into researching their history with a fascinating memorabilia table. It certainly has 
been their year in the team competitions as you will discover later in the presentations. 
But I think they have revealed the secret to their success. At the centenary competition we 
were offered Pimms on the first and G&T on the 7th. Now if this happens all the time at 
Ferndown - well, no wonder they play great golf!!!  
 
Perhaps we should bring this practice into County golf? 
 
Enough of me and back to the business of the meeting.  
 

2.   To receive apologies for absence 
 

There were 24 apologies recorded. 
 
     

3.   To approve the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 20th October 
2021.   
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These minutes have been posted previously to all County Club Representatives.  
 
PROCEDUAL INFORMATION.  
The President asked that when delegates raised their hand to propose or second for 
approval, if identified, please would they stand and state their name and which club that they 
are representing. 
 
Proposed by:  Debbie Driver (Broadstone)                                           
Seconded by: Valerie Williams  (Parkstone)      Agreed 
 
The Minutes were signed by the President as a true record. 
  

4.   Matters Arising from the above meeting. 
 

The President asked if there were any matters arising. 
There were no matters arising. 
 
           

5.  To receive reports from the Association’s Officers 
 

a) County Captain – Kate Roberts  
 
Good afternoon, ladies! How lovely to see you all for this my final Captain’s report. 
 
This has been our first complete year of competitions following the pandemic and so it has 
been full on with all our competitions being played. However, each year seems to have its 
memories. This year it was one of the hottest years recorded with us having to cope with 
particularly bouncy lies - balls pinging off in all directions but the upside was we got 
particularly flattering distances with some par 5s reachable in two!!  Although I do have to 
admit that now seems a distant memory!! 
 
Away from the competitions at the beginning of the year we were asked by England Golf to 
provide a summary of Dorset Ladies achievements in the last 100 years!! This is to contribute 
to England Golf’s centenary celebrations, which will take place in 2024. Thank goodness for 
our Centenary Book. As it was it took ages filtering through all the achievements of our ladies. 
 
We’ve also had the confusion over the County Card to deal with. Having looked at various 
options we decided on getting a card printed. This was the much cheaper option. So far I 
have distributed 580 cards to the County Delegates. As we didn’t get it sorted until May we 
decided to make the cards valid for 2022 and 2023. So those who have cards look after them 
carefully – they’re not waterproof!! 
 
Jo, Claire and I continue to have meetings with the DCGU through the Partnership Group. 
Ian Hulse DCGU’s secretary retired after many years’ service and we welcomed Sean 
Whelan. We have had a number of meetings and our relationship continues to improve. We 
look forward for more opportunities to work together. We are extremely grateful to Grace 
Burke for chairing these meetings. She is extremely knowledgeable and as we come and go 
she is the one point of reference. 
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Achievements. Honor Johnson (Broadstone) was picked to represent England in the under 
16 squad and Ellie Manns (Dudsbury) came 5th in the Junior England Golf’s Champion of 
Champions. I’m sure Sheila will go into more detail in her report. Jane Southcombe 
(Broadstone) was 7th in England Golfs Champion of Champions representing the seniors and 
she and Harriet Teversham (Yeovil) won the SW Ladies County Foursomes for the second 
year running.  
 
A number of our young ladies have gone to America on scholarships Alice Webb (Parkstone), 
Louise Burke (Broadstone), Lilli Horn (Ferndown), soon to be followed by our County 
Champion Charlotte Brook (Parkstone) in January. I’m sure you join me in wishing them every 
success.  
 
Claire Woolley and Carol-Anne Raisbeck (Sherborne) got to the 2021 finals of the Daily Mail 
Foursomes. For a variety of reasons this wasn’t played until May this year. They did really 
well, coming second!  
Finally, congratulations to Ferndown for winning the inaugural Woods Trophy. 
 
Now onto our own competitions which I’ll summarise as all the results and my reports have 
been on the website so this will just be a reminder of all our achievements. 
 
The ladies have 9 meetings in the year. The juniors have 7. This is not counting matches or 
out of county events. I think as a County we should be proud of ourselves. We cater for all 
abilities (ranging from,  Hcps of 45 to plus Hcps) and ages (from 8 to 88) and have been 
doing so for a number of years. 
 
The Championships, Johnstone cup and Silver Spring Challenge were played at 
Broadstone GC in April. It was a tad chilly but no rain! After a great match Charlotte Brook 
(Parkstone) was crowned County Champion. Winning the Johnstone Cup for the second year 
running was Lesley Muddiman (Broadstone). The Silver Spring Challenge gross was won by 
Ellie Manns (Dudsbury. The nett was won by Claire Methley (Broadstone).  
 
The Bronze Spring Meeting was held in May at Crane Valley and the weather was 
atrocious! We had ladies completely wet through and trollies breaking down. However one 
lady in particular survived the weather in the low bronze category. Sue Grieve (Broadstone) 
won both the Bannister Cup best gross and the Cox Cup best nett. The high bronze was won 
by Jane Close (Sherborne).  
 
The following week we were at Bridport on a bright but breezy day for the Senior 
Championships. The Champion was Jane Southcombe (Broadstone) winning the Holmes 
Cup. The nett was won by Patricia Martin (Ferndown) winning the Centenary Bowl.  
 
 
We then had a few weeks reprieve. The Over 70s was played at Sturminster Marshall, 
fortunately just a 9 hole competition. The weather was warming up but even 9 holes was too 
much for some ladies. The lady winning this was Zoe Ashley (Ferndown) with Penny Bartlett 
(Ashley Wood) runner up. 
 
A few days later we were at Weymouth Golf Club for the County Foursomes. This 
competition is played in 3 Divisions and we had representations from 18 clubs. The Scratch 
division was won by Parkstone, the Silver Division by Knighton Heath and Bronze division by 
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Dudsbury. For the first time in some time we had 6 different clubs represented in the finals. 
This is a club competition but unfortunately for a variety of reasons we only had one ladies 
captain present at the finals. Hopefully this will be different next year. 
 
Our ‘fun’ competition, the Bowmaker was played at the end of July at Moors Valley. The 
scores were really good mainly because the course in all the heat was playing much shorter 
than usual! We had 135 ladies playing taking up tee times from 7.50hrs to 14.40hrs. The 
eventual winners were Cathy MacFarlane-Thompson, Kathy Yeoman (both Broadstone) and 
Barbara Murphy (Parkstone) with 91 pts. 
 
The final meeting – the Autumn Meeting was held at Queens Park Golf Club, in August. 
This was a competition of two halves. Day one the course was still dry and bouncy, day two 
we’d had a deluge, the greens were flooding and we were considering bringing the ladies in. 
However, the rain stopped, the green keepers were out with their squeegees and we breathed 
a sigh of relief. The Silver Division Gross was won by Emma Hardy (Dudsbury), who also did 
really well, winning the best nett. One lady also won both the gross and net in the low Bronze 
division, Pauline Ross (Ferndown) a great achievement. Elizabeth Buontempo (Ferndown) 
won the High Bronze division. Well done ladies! The trophies and vouchers for this 
competition will be presented later. 
 
September saw the Interclub and Knock out finals - a very busy month. The Humphrey’s 
and Parkin finals were held at Bulbury Woods. The Humphrey’s Bowl finalists were 
Broadstone and Ferndown and the Parkin Cup finalists Isle of Purbeck and Sherborne. Great 
matches with some going down the 19th. The eventual winners were Ferndown (Humphrey’s 
Bowl) and Sherborne (Parkin Cup). The Interclub semi-finals were between Came Down and 
Remedy Oak at Crane Valley, and between Ferndown and Dudsbury at Ashley Wood. After 
some very close matches the eventual finalists were between Remedy Oak and Ferndown. 
The finals were played at Yeovil Golf Club on a beautiful autumnal day. After some nail biting 
matches the eventual winners were Ferndown. They have done so well in their Centenary 
year. 
 
Congratulations to the ladies First Team, Juniors and Vets who have done really well this 
year in the SW competitions. The respective captains will give more details. 
 
Generally, the competitions have been well supported this year. However, the Bronze division 
was less so. Hopefully this is just a knock-on effect from the Pandemic with ladies catching 
up on holidays. I hope the delegates will encourage all their ladies to take part especially (as 
already mentioned) we have competitions for all abilities. 
 
This is one of those years when we have a few changes in personnel. We have filled all but 
the Vice Captain’s position so if you can think of anyone suitable, please let Claire know. 
Thank you to Janis Key, Monica Seeley, Pat Ray and Louise Pettitt for putting their names 
forward. I’m sure they’ll all be a great asset to the County and hope you’ll support their 
nominations.  
 
Thank you’s.  Many thanks go to all those clubs who continually support Dorset Ladies by 
giving us tee times to hold our competitions. The clubs and members have all been extremely 
welcoming and helpful which makes our job so much easier. It is very much appreciated. 
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We are so grateful to AnnTalbot our Handicap Advisor who has kindly agreed to stay on for 
a further year allowing Claire Woolley to learn from her knowledge and expertise before taking 
on the role. We always know that Dorset Ladies are in a safe pair of hands with Ann guiding 
us.  Thank you also to Carole Brown for all the support you have given Ann over the years 
and thank you Claire for agreeing to take on this role next year. 
 
Sheila Davidge, our County Junior Organiser continues to do great work with the juniors, 
encouraging and supporting them to achieve their ambitions. And achieve they have done! 
Thank you so much Sheila. 
 
Jane Paine our County Welfare Officer works quietly in the background ensuring we meet 
the Safe Golf requirements. Thank you. 
 
Our Communications and Website Officer Karen Gray does a great job putting results, reports 
and news onto the site as quickly as possible, with the help from Mary McIntyre when she 
has the occasional break. Thank you, ladies. 
 
Jane Southcombe, our SW Region Representative keeps the Exec and Delegates informed 
on not just SW events but policy and decision making from England Golf. It’s really good to 
have someone keeping abreast and having an understanding of events. Thank you, Jane. 
 
Our First team manager, Mel McMahon, has done a great job with the team. Mel having 
played for the first team most of her golfing life certainly knows what it’s all about. Her 
enthusiasm, knowledge and respect within the team have helped to develop a great team 
spirit and desire to go even further. The time and effort that goes into this is really appreciated. 
 
Thank you to Sheila Waltham who gave the Executive an update seminar on the rules of golf 
at the beginning of the year and for refereeing our Championship finals. Thank you also to 
Mick Woodham who refereed the Scratch Foursomes finals. It certainly takes the pressure 
off us! 
 
And so to those ladies coming to the end of their tenure.  
 
Carol Cass has been Senior Ladies Captain for at least four years. Unfortunately, due to 
COVID this section has not been so active throughout the SW Counties and so Carol is now 
stepping down. Thank you, Carol for keeping the Dorset Senior section going. Hopefully this 
may get a new lease of life if a new competition is instigated. 
 
 
Veteran’s Secretary and Joint Captain Sue Winkle came into post in 2019 and Veteran’s 
Captain Jane Dowling 2020. COVID made organising the Veteran’s quite difficult as we didn’t 
play at all in 2020 and then ladies were still concerned about travelling in 2021. However, 
with perseverance they have kept the section going and have had the best season for a long 
time. Thank you! 
 
Lesley Muddiman became second team manager in 2020. This was a new role with no one 
to follow. Lesley has done a great job, which hasn’t been easy in these COVID times with 
teams dropping out and players not being available. However, we now have a small but 
committed 2nd team that I’m sure will go on from strength to strength and I thank her for taking 
the plunge and being our 2nd team manager. 
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Cathy MacFarlane-Thompson took over the role of Interclub and Knock Out Secretary in 2018 
and has done more than her fair share. Because of COVID she stayed on doing the role for 
longer than the initial term of office for which I’m extremely grateful. Cathy won’t mind me 
saying this, but she is a stickler for detail, doesn’t like leaving things to the last minute, so I 
knew I could count on her to get the job done. Consequently, all the competitions have run 
very smoothly and efficiently. Thank you so much. 
 
Jenny Waterhouse has been our USGA Course Rater for 8½years and she knows this for a 
fact because she rated courses with Giles Legg and his daughter was just born when they 
started and she’s now 8½! This is a job that has gone on behind the scenes and we just know 
it’s happened when our courses have had their ratings changed. Only now it’s much more 
involved with what seems like thousands of measurements to take to get our course ratings 
and slopes done accurately. It isn’t a one-off event either. I believe all courses have to be 
reassessed every 10 years. Jenny has now decided to hang up the stint metre and measuring 
wheel and take a well-deserved rest. Thank you so much Jenny. 
 
And now to Annie! Annie Hobell has been our treasurer since 2019. In that time, she has 
modernised the accounts and has kept a good grip on our expenditures. Annie is also a 
stickler for accuracy. She was really excited a few weeks ago preparing the accounts for the 
AGM when they actually balanced! Not only has she been a great treasurer, I have really 
valued her contributions to the running of the county including her knowledge and her sense 
of humour. In accounting terms, she has been a great asset! Thank you. 
 
I mustn’t forget the Executive. They are all great people to work with and we really have 
worked together as a team. There is no hierarchy – although Liz really is the boss as without 
her the county competitions would fall apart. She is amazing. The amount of work she does 
prior to competitions ensures they run like clockwork despite the little hiccups when the WiFi 
drops out! Liz is now training up Sara so they are going to be a formidable pair. Sara has 
done really well taking our minutes and getting info out to us all. Minute taking isn’t easy when 
we’re all speaking at once! Jo our President is brilliant at making us see things from a different 
perspective that always gives food for thought. She also has a great sense of humour to 
lighten those moments when we are in danger of getting things out of proportion and Claire 
is going to be a great Captain! Her organisational and problem-solving skills will be invaluable 
Nothing seems to phase her and I’m sure you’ll all support her as much as you have 
supported me! 
 
This AGM is my last function as Captain. With the support and encouragement from the 
Executive, the Delegates and playing ladies, the role hasn’t been as onerous as it might seem 
from the outside and despite only taking the job on because no one else wanted to, I have 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. I have met all you lovely ladies, seen some fantastic golf, 
had many laughs and I don’t regret one moment. I hope to see you on the golf course, at the 
other side of the table AND If I forget your name, please forgive me. Thank you. 
 
The Captain presented a floral “Thank You’s” to all those leaving office. 
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b) Honorary Treasurer – Annie Hobell  

Due to Annie’s loss of voice – Sara Lees read the Treasurer’s Report 

 

Good afternoon, ladies. I have pleasure in presenting our accounts for 2021/22 
The accounts have been checked and put together by the Finance Manager for Dorset 
Community Action. 
On page 3 – Statement of Financial Activities, you can see the income for 2021/22 was 
£43,209 which was about 5% less than the previous year and the expenditure was £35,161 
which was about 4% more than the previous year. These small margins show that the 
activities are now levelling out after the restrictions of the Covid 19 pandemic. 
The net movement in funds for the year was a surplus of £8,048 added to the reserves from 
the previous year of £55,290. The reserves as at the end of 31st August 2022 now stand at 
£63,338. 
If you look at page 4 – The Balance Sheet you can see, we had £937 in the way of 
Creditors. 
The total funds (reserves) of £63,338 are broken down into Ladies £46,698 and Juniors 
£16,640. 
Finally, page 5 shows a detailed breakdown of the Income and Expenditure. 
 
I have also enclosed a separate breakdown of the Juniors Income and Expenditure. 
Ring fenced within the Ladies’ total is the sum of £1989.93 which is the fantastic sum of 
money raised at the 1st team fundraiser in August. These monies will go towards extra 
equipment, clothing and specialist coaching. 
 
Going forward, the EXEC will be discussing ways to ensure that funds are kept at a 
manageable level and that we are fair in disbursement of any funds to different sections 
within the DLCGA. We have started to see an increase in the disbursement fees that golf 
clubs are charging for our events so it may mean that if we have low entry numbers we will 
have to eat into our reserves.  
   
Finally, I would like to say how much I have enjoyed being your Honorary Treasurer for the 
last 3 years. It has been fantastic to work with such a wonderful Exec team who put many, 
many hours into the Association.  Our new Treasurer will be Janis Kay from Ferndown who 
has been a treasurer before and will be an asset to the association.  Leslie Muddiman from 
Broadstone has agreed to verify the accounts at the end of our year. Thank you to both of 
them for taking on these roles. 
 
Huge thanks also must go to Linda Riggs who has been our account auditor/verifier for the 
last 3 years and has worked wonders on the spreadsheet and simplified how the accounts 
are presented. Thank you. 
 

The President thanked Annie for her report and asked if there were any questions from the 
floor. There being no questions.  The President announced that there would be an 
opportunity to adopt the Treasurer’s Report in Item 6. 
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c) County Representative EG SW Region – Jane Southcombe  

 

Good afternoon, Ladies 
 
England Golf  
 
England Golf is continuing initiatives including Girls Golf Rocks, Give golf ago and I-golf. 
They are all being promoted, well supported and proving to be a success, certainly in the 
short term. 
 
England Golf are promoting and have strategies which are now rolled out on Equality, 
Diversity and Inclusion. And they are also promoting sustainable golf again.  A strategy 
which is being rolled out for all golf clubs to follow. 
 
During the year there have been many meetings and consultations on the proposed 
redevelopment at Woodall spa Golf Club. It will be called the National Golf Centre moving 
forward. The planned budget for the redevelopment is £10 million, the planned 
development will include a state-of-the-art golf house which will include a small museum. In 
the future they are planning to have some accommodation on site which will facilitate 
having the teams, both county and country to stay on site. 
In principle, this proposal has got approval but at the present time there is a corporate veil 
over the ownership of Woodall spa land holdings, of which the associations are not part.  
This hurdle has to be resolved so that there is equality between the unions, merged 
counties and the associations. 
 
Nick Doherty has become the president of the Golf Foundation; as most of you will know he 
is a Sky Sports presenter and I think that this can only be good for the development of 
Junior Golf in the future. 
 
Next year EG are holding a Women’s Club Championship for the first time. 
 
South-West Golf 
 
The Australian spoons regional final was held at Filton Golf Club, congratulations to Susan 
Winkle and Helen Wright for being second.  Unfortunately, that was not quite good enough 
to get them to the final which was held at the golf week at Woodall spa but well done on 
their performance. 
 
The SW foursomes was held at Sherborne Golf Club last week and I'm very happy to inform 
you that Harriet and myself managed to retain the gross foursome's championship. 
Congratulations also to Binnie Blackburn and Penny Leyland for winning the best nett. 
Thank you so much to Sherborne Golf Club for supporting this event and letting us hold the 
event there. 
 
The SW bowmaker is next week and will be held at Honiton Golf Club. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the lack of entries again the SW Women’s Championship had to be 
cancelled. At the SW committee meeting next week, this will be on our Agenda and we will 
have to decide whether or not we are going to continue with this event. 
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d) Handicap Advisor – Ann Talbot 

 
Good afternoon, ladies 

 

The handicapping system has bedded in really well over the past year.  England Golf has 
posted a number of documents and videos on their website to assist Clubs with the correct 
procedures.  They have also emailed Platform Guidance notes which I have passed to your 
Handicap Secretaries. 
 
There are however, going to be some changes next year but I don’t believe they are major.  
EG is holding a Seminar for County Handicap Officers early in November and Claire and 
myself will be attending.  Resulting from this, we will be holding a County Meeting in the 
New Year, in conjunction with the Union, to inform member Clubs of any changes to the 
system. 
 
I am very pleased to announce that Claire Woolley has agreed to stand as my Assistant for 
2022/23 and will take over from me at the 2023 AGM.  I warmly welcome Claire, who has 
an excellent knowledge of the World Handicap System and the Rules of Golf. 
 
This, of course, means that Carole Brown is standing down after more than 15 years.  I 
want to take this opportunity to thank Carole for her help and for being my foil at meetings - 
we have had great fun!  At the last Handicap Secretaries meeting I presented Carole with a 
card and gift in appreciation of all her support.  Thank you, Carole. 
 
If you have any questions? 

 
Cathy MacFarlane Thompson (Broadstone) asked about the Interclub competitions 

and the Handicapping for Silver players. Some clubs have had difficulty in fielding 7 Silver 
players and have been forced to use Bronze players playing off 20.4! Claire Bird explained 
that this was being dealt with by the Executive at their next meeting. 
 
 

e) Junior Organiser – Sheila Davidge  
(Report read by Sara Lees in Sheila’s absence)  

 
I am very sorry that I cannot make the Annual General Meeting, but I need to be down in 
Dorset next week for a Junior competition at Dudsbury Golf Club and I appear to have been 
driving to Dorset a lot lately. 
 
We have had fewer girls in the programme this year – approximately 30. But I am glad to 
say that we have 43 in the squads for 2023. This is due to the hard work that Mike Dodd at 
Sturminster Marshall does for junior golf, both girls and boys. Our coaches are Mike Dodd, 
Barry Mutter and Charlie Pilinger. 
 
The lowest handicap in the County is Honor Johnson on +1.6, Honor and Ellie Mans are 
both in the England Golf South-West squad. 
 
Charlotte Brook is +1.1, Louise Burke +1 and Lilli Horn +0.9 all heading to the United 
States, where we wish them all the best. 
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Our Junior Captain for 2022 was Hermione Christey Clover and although she couldn’t play 
in many competitions was always there supporting the girls, she was very ably supported 
by Chloe Northover as Deputy Captain, who played in all the competitions. The Junior 
Captain for 2023 is Ellie Mans. 
 
The winners for 2022 are: 
 
Ellie Mans is the Dorset Girls Champion and Suzy Cribb nett winner. Our Birdie winner was 
Abi Cartwright Terry. 
 
The Ashley Wood Salver winner is Suzy Cribb and The Palmer Trophy winner is Abi 
Cartwright Terry. 
 
Peter Alliss Trophy was won by Scarlett Phillips and the Georgia Hall won by Evie Brown. 
 
Honor Johnson won the knockout Pukka Pads and Evie Brown won the Dame Laura 
Davies.  
 
The winners of the Wareham Trophy were Honor Johnson & Andy Su. This is a mixed 
competition and the handicaps ranged from +1.6 to 40, it proves that the handicap system 
appears to work with Honor and Andy the lowest handicap players. 
 
We also played a match against Hampshire and won 4 – 1. We have one last match to play 
and that is the Wessex Trophy against Gloucestershire and Wiltshire on Sunday October 
16th at the Gloucester Golf Club. This competition is for handicaps in the range 12 -36. 
 
South-West Inter Counties was excellent and the girls behaved very well. We lost to 
Cornwall on the first day – in hindsight we should have played the course previously. The 
girls played extremely well in all other matches and we lost to Cornwall coming a well-
deserved second. We have a number of young girls who show great promise for the future. 
I would like to thank all the parents for driving their daughters to Carlyon Bay and 
supporting them through all the ups and downs. 
 
We recently played in the Alresford Cup against seven other counties and we came second 
another great result for the girls. 
 
Ellie Mans has won through to the final of the Daily Telegraph – Justin Rose final in 
Portugal. Abi Cartwright Terry and Funky Diamond just missed out on going as one of top 
three nett winners – coming 4th and 5th. 
 
We are lucky in having Georgia Hall continually providing us with clothing which we sell for 
Junior funds. We hope to run a fund raiser next year and we hope that many of you ladies 
will be able to play. 
 
We have new names winning trophies which is great news for Dorset and I am lucky in 
having Martin Purchase and Mike Dodd continuing to help and support me. We have great 
coaches in Mike, Barry and Charlie and I must also thank the Junior Committee: 
 
Ben Christey Clover   Steve Haesler Martin Purchase   
Kay Everett    Annie Hobbell 
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I would like to end by: 
- thanking all the Ladies who continue to support the Juniors by donations.  
- The clubs for allowing us courtesy of their courses.   

 
As you have heard that we try and play a variety of competitions for the girls as well as six 
four-hour coaching sessions through the winter concentrating on short game and putting.  
 
If any ladies would like to get involved with the juniors please give me a ring, my number is 
on the website.  Sheila Davidge, CJO 

 
 f) Veterans’ Captain - Jane Dowling 
 Report read by Sara Lees in Jane’s absence 
 
Good afternoon, ladies 

First of all, I would like to thank Sue Winkle for agreeing to become my Joint Captain and 

sharing the last two years with me. This year we decided to split duties, Sue to run the 

Spring and Autumn meetings and fix the venues for next year and me to run the five 

Intercounty Matches. 

 

The Intercounty Matches were a great success, and I am very proud to have Captained 

them. Our matches against Cornwall, Devon, Somerset and Wiltshire resulted in substantial 

wins for Dorset. It was just playing Hampshire at Highcliffe that had us a bit foxed; 

definitely, a course that needs a bit of knowledge! 

 

The highlight of the season was the winning of the South-West Shield 

We had emphatic wins over Cornwall, Devon and Somerset, and were able to claim the 

Shield, something not achieved by Dorset for 18 years. 

 

With many Clubs now needing to charge green fees, our costs for the matches have 

increased to typically £30 or £35 which still represents very good value for a fun day out 

with a bit of a competitive edge. 

 

I would like to thank a few Clubs for their great support this year. Bridport, Weymouth, 

Parkstone, Ferndown, Ferndown Forest, Ashley Wood and one or two others.  

 

The Vets Competitions are reliant upon steady support from our County’s Clubs, and I 

would like to put a plea out to County Delegates to support Pat next year by chasing up a 

few entries from their individual Clubs. 

We are now handing over to Pat Ray from Weymouth. I would like to thank Pat very much 

for agreeing to take on duties and wish her all success during her time in office. 

 
g) First Team  Captain – Melissa McMahon 

 
Mel reported that 2022 had been a very enjoyable and quite successful year. 
South-West Match week went extremely well with a great team spirit. Unfortunately, it has 
been a disappointing year for training sessions with few players able to attend. Due to the 
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performances on the putting greens in recent competitions, it has been suggested that a we   
Mel has had a have specific putting training. Mel has had an informal meeting with the new 
2nd Team Captain, Louise Pettitt and it has been suggested that physical training should be 
scheduled as well as the golf coaching.  The physical training could even be available on 
Zoom. Mel is looking forward to working along-side Louise next season. 
 
The 1st Team Fund raiser was well supported and approx.£2000 was raised and a big thank 
you goes to Broadstone for hosting the event.  A great time was had by all players.  
 
Mel thanked the Executive for all their support and gave a big thanks to all the ladies who 
played in the 1st team during the 2021/22 season. 
 

h. Second Team Captain – Lesley Muddiman 
Read by Jo Hadley in Lesley’s Absence 
 

Despite a shortage of players, the 2nd team managed to play both their home and away 
matches this year. 
 

The first match against Cornwall took place on 25th June at Perranporth golf course. Well, 

what a test of golf!  Despite the windy conditions and local knowledge, all players dug deep 

and gave Cornwall a good match.  The result was a 4-3 loss with losing matches going to 

the wire! All matches were played in good spirits. 

 

The second match was played at Broadstone golf course on Sunday 14th August against 

Devon, which was during the heatwave and boy was it hot! So, with this in mind and taking 

into consideration that Cornwall had beaten both Devon and Dorset neither teams could 

win.  Therefore, it was agreed that 36 holes in the intense heat could be a bit ambitious.  

So, 18 holes of 4bbb was played as a friendly if there is such a thing in golf? Whisper 

(Dorset lost!) an after-match meal was enjoyed with both counties exchanging golfing 

stories. 

 

Having completed my 2 years as 2nd Team Manager it has become obvious that Dorset 

have a shortage of youngsters available for one reason or another.  This is something that 

the County are looking into. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the players who played for the 2nd team you 

have all been great!  and I would also like to thank the DLCGA for giving me the opportunity 

to manage the team for 2021 & 2022.  

 

Lastly, I wish Louise Pettitt and the 2nd team all the best for 2023.  
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6. To receive and adopt the Examined Accounts for the year ended 31st August 
2022 
 

Proposed by:  Ann Talbot (Came Down) Seconded by:  Cathy MacFarlane Thompson                    
                                                    (Broadstone) 

Agreed 
  

7. To appoint Lesley Muddiman as Accounts Examiner for 2022/2023 
 

Proposed by: Julie Richardson (Ferndown)  Seconded by: Claire Methley (Broadstone) 
                                         

Agreed 
 
 

8. Resolution 1  
That the Association Members retain the per capita subscription at £12.00 for the 
2023 snf 2024 Subscription year 
 
Recommendation 
The Executive Committee recommends to the Association Members that they 
accept Resolution 1 
 
Seconded by: Jayne King (Broadstone)      Agreed 
 
9. Presentation of Trophies and Prizes from the Veteran’s Section, Autumn 

Meeting and Aggregate Club Trophies won during the year. 
 

Veterans SW Shield  
Due to the absence of Jane Dowling (Captain 2021/22), the SW Vets Shield 
was presented to Pat Ray (2023 Captain) by Valerie Williams. 

 
10.  Honorary Life Membership – Jean Pomeroy by Kate Roberts (Captain) 

 
Kate Roberts made the following statement: 

The first time I really met Jean was when we were paired to play with each other in an Ex- 

Captains event. Having spent the next four hours chatting (can’t remember what 

happened in the match), I realised what a fountain of knowledge she has which will not 

be surprising when I recount the contribution she has made not only to Yeovil GC but to 

our County. 

 

Jean has been the face of Yeovil Golf Club since she took early retirement in – 1990!!! 

She has been Yeovil’s Ladies Captain, has had two terms of office as Ladies Secretary 

and has been on their board of directors.  

 

Being a glutton for punishment Jean became DLCGA’s Assistant Secretary from 

1995/1998 taking over as Secretary in 1998 – 2000. She was Vice President in 2005-

2007 and President from 2007 – 2009. Then, having had a bit of a break and not being 

able to keep away, in 2019 she became Yeovil’s County Delegate until 2021. 
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Jean has always been really supportive of me.  In her quiet way she was very encouraging 

and reassuring and I certainly valued the contributions and knowledge she imparted. I 

knew she was a person I could confide in and ask for guidance when I took on this role of 

County Captain. 

 

Jean has made a great contribution not only to her club and to the County but to women’s 

golf in general. Without women like Jean, ladies golf would be no more and so on behalf 

of Dorset County Ladies Golf Association it gives me great pleasure in awarding Jean 

Honorary Life Membership. 

 

Jean Pomeroy thanked the DLCGA and its members for the Honorary Life Membership 

and confirmed her commitment to helping County golf whenever she can. 

    
 

11.  Election of Officers to County Committee 
 

The Following Officers to be elected according to the Association Rules: 
        

a. Captain Claire Bird (Ashley Wood)   Executive Appointment 
 
Claire made the following statement: 
 
When Kate asked me to be her Vice-Captain, back in 2020, I was a little taken aback – not 
really being involved with the County, due to work and other commitments.  I did not even 
know who Kate was!! 
 
But that said, I was extremely honoured be be contact, and asked to fill the post.  After 
some deliberation (over a few months), a few phone calls and a good chat, I believe I gave 
a rather apprehensive *YES”. So, it is probably a good time to now thank Kate for 
considering me for the role of Vice-Captain *Thank you”! 
 
A little about me – I have always been involved in sport, firstly as a competitor, competing 
at national level at swimming and hockey and international level at squash, but also as a 
teacher of Physical Education at Parkstone Grammar School.  Most recently I have been a 
manager, coach, spectator and volunteer. 
 
A proud coaching memory for me was preparing the athletics team for a national final at 
which we attained third place, an accolade that remains today. 
 
One of my volunteering highlights was London 2012 where I spent seven weeks on the 
athletics warm up track working alongside top athletes, coaches and volunteers with a 
special memory of escorting Greg Rutherford to his Gold Medal ceremony. 
I have plenty of stories I could relate bu I don’t wish to bore you, so back to business. 
 
As you can tell, I am an avid sports person and I have always been keen to support and 
promote sports clubs, organisations and associations and in turn help support prowess and 
progress. I consider myself to be a good humoured, friendly and approachable person who 
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has an “open door” policy. I am very much a democratic leader, and am always willing to 
listen to people’s thoughts, ideas, constructive comments but most importantly very much 
enjoy working as part of a team. 
 
However, before this starts to sound like a job interview script, I’ll move on! 
 
Despite experience in a number of situations as a professional and volunteer, I feel this role 
is quite unique and although it will be a learning curve, I am excited to be in a situation 
which will allow me to discover yet more about the sport of golf. 
 
From my involvement with the County this past year, it is clear that the County team have a 
great camaraderie and the present team put lots of hard work into their roles.  I am very 
much looking forward to continuing to work with such a friendly, forward-thinking team. 
 
I am very keen to meet and get to know the many people involved in the County 
Association, players of all levels, clubs and officials. I have met many people over the past 
twelve months, at various events and although I recognise faces and names, I can’t always 
match them up correctly! Hopefully this will improve. 
 
As I said at the outset, I felt honoured to be asked to undertake the role of Vice-Captain and 
work with someone who has been dedicated to supporting the Association.  Kate, I know 
has undertaken a number of roles over the past years and has valuable experience of how 
the County functions.  However, her role as Captain, over what has been a turbulent time 
has been most challenging, but she has appeared to just “get on with things” and thankfully 
the County has continued to grow in stature – evidence itself of how much hard work she 
has put in.  She has given time and energy to her captaincy and has always been at the 
end of a phone, email or text! I have been fortunate to work alongside Kate, supporting her 
however, I can, but more importantly “learning the ropes”. I personally want to thank Kate 
for the work she has done “Thank You”. 
 
Although Kate will be greatly missed by many, including myself, as a colleague and a 
friend, I am sure she is looking forward to some free time! Nonetheless, there is no doubt 
we will see her at some of the County events, more so in a playing capacity, rather than 
official – and who can blame her!  However, I am certain Kate will relish the time she now 
has, even more, as she can now spend days with her granddaughter Freya. 
 
On behalf of the Dorset County we would like to thank Kate for all her hard work. 
 
I know I have a tough act to follow and will try to fill some very big boots (not that I’m 
suggesting that you have big feet, Kate) but with the friendships formed and the excellent 
team spirit Kate has generated, I am confident that myself and the team will continue to 
take the County forward. 
 
Therefore, with all that said, I accept the role of County Captain and wish everyone, the 
Committee, Delegates and players a wonderfully successful year. 
 
Kate Roberts presented Claire with her Badge of Office. 
 
Jo Hadley presented Kate Roberts with a leaving gift on behalf of the DLCGA. 
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b. Vice-Captain  Vacant    Executive Appointment 
 

c. Honorary Treasurer – Janis Kay (Parkstone)  Executive Appointment 
 
Claire Bird introduced Janis Kay: 
 
Janis has played golf for nearly 30 years.  She took up the sport with her children and has 
never looked back.  Like many people in this room, she has played with a range of 
handicaps and represented teams at a number of clubs.  She is presently a member of 
Parkstone having moved from Yorkshire in 2019.  Janis has both managed and played in 
Interclub fixtures, including, more recently a final against Ferndown. 
 
As her involvement with golf increased, Janis undertook a variety of roles including 
assistant secretary, secretary, committee member, ladies captain and most importantly 
Treasurer! 
 

d. Veterans Captain – Pat Ray    Executive Appointment 
 

e. Veterans’ Secretary – Vacant    Executive Appointment 
 

f. Interclub and Knockout Secretary – Monica Seeley Executive Appointment 
 

g. 2nd Team Captain – Louise Pettitt    Executive Appointment 
 

 
Claire Bird introduced Louise Pettitt: 
 
Louise will be working alongside Mel with the County Squad supporting all players 
throughout their preparations for the 2023 season. 
 
Louise started playing golf at the age of 9 in Aberdeen.  Then when her parents moved 
to Hampshire, aged 15 she continued playing at Barton on Sea.  While at Barton she 
was the Hampshire Girls Captain and Junior Champion. 
 
Louise gave up golf aged 21 as her career in IT began.  Louise has worked JPMorgan 
for over 26 years and is an IT Program Manager, managing projects for multi billion $ 
systems. 
 
She took up golf again 10 years ago, when she joined Ferndown Golf Club where she is 
the current Ladies Scratch Team Captain leading them to successfully retain the 
Humphreys Bowl this year. 
 
Louise has been actively involved with Dorset County since 2014 and has played for the 
2nd team since.  She also played for the 1st team on a couple of occasions. 
 
As you can see, Louise has both golfing and managerial experience which can only be 
an asset for the role she is undertaking. Finally, I would like to thank Louise in advance 
for her work with the County Squad and wish all the players and teams every success 
for the upcoming season. 
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The President asked:   
Please may I have your approval for these appointments?   Approved 
 
 
The following Executive Officers have agreed to continue their term of office for one year 
according to Association Rules: 
 
 
President:   Joanne Hadley  (Broadstone) Executive Appointment 
Hon. Secretary  Elizabeth Walker (Bridport & WD) Executive Appointment 
Assistant Secretary  Sara Lees (Ferndown)  Executive Appointment 
First Team Manager Melissa McMahon (Lyme Regis) Executive Appointment  
 
The President asked:  
Please may I have your approval that the officers continue in their posts Approved 
 
 
The following officers to be re-elected en bloc in accordance with the Association rules: 
 
County Welfare Officer   Jane Paine (KH)  Executive Appointment 
       
County Representative EG SW Region Jane Southcombe (B) Executive Appointment  
 
Handicap Advisor     Ann Talbot (CD)  Executive Appointment  
          On behalf of EG 

USGA Course Rater         Vacant    Executive Appointment   
       On behalf of EG                  

County Junior Organiser   Sheila Davidge (AW) Executive Appointment 
 
Communications and Web Site Officer Karen Gray (D) 1 Executive Appointment  
 
Please may I have your approval for these re-elected appointments? Approved 
 
 
 

12. Any Other Business  
 

The amendments to the Conditions of Play were approved.  
 
There was no other business. 
 

12. Vote of Thanks by County Champion - Charlotte Brook 
 
Good afternoon, ladies 
It gives me great pleasure to be standing in front of you all as Dorset Ladies Champion for 
2022. As the Lady Champion, I would like to thank Broadstone Golf Club for hosting the 
County Championships, a big thank you also to all those involved in the preparation and 
running of the event, which ran very smoothly indeed. The course was in great condition 
and a credit to the greens staff and as always, Broadstone’s catering was superb. 
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We were very fortunate with the weather for the three days of the event starting on the 
Friday with the Ivy Carroll Trophy, a 36=hole scratch competition – I was fortunate to play 
well to win the trophy with scores of 75 and 72. 
 
Over the next 2 days, some great golf was played by the 16 ladies who qualified for the 
match play stages, culminating in a final between Lily Horn and myself.  The match was 
tight with some great golf played by both of us, but I finally managed wo win on the 17th 
hole. 
 
Due to golfing and other commitments, I have unfortunately been unable to represent 
Dorset, either as a Junior or as a lady until this year when I competed in England Golf’s 
Champion of Champions event at Woodhall Spa.  That said, although I did initially start golf 
at Canford Kids for a couple of years when I was around 7, my golfing career did not start 
seriously until 3 years ago. 
 
Prior to concentrating on golf, I was a member of Olga Tumbling Team at Rossmore 
Gymnastics Club, competing at National level and winning numerous National and County 
titles. I was then asked to train with the South-West and then the England Development 
Squad. However, when I started at Canford School in September 2017, the 22hours of hard 
gymnastics training a week just didn’t fit in with the school’s 6 days-a-week 8am to 6pm 
routine and so unfortunately, my Tumbling career came to a premature end. 
 
Nonetheless, I was fortunate to win a sport scholarship to Canford due to my other sport 
Hockey. I played for Bournemouth Hockey Club, was a member of the Dorset Hockey 
Squad, and this soon progressed for me to be a member of South West Panthers. From 
there, I was selected to be part of the Regional England Development Squad – more long 
training camps required and lots more travelling! 
 
It ws during this time that my parents and brother Josh joined Parkstone Golf Club.  The 
club Professional at the time, Martyn Thompson, suggested I should give up hockey and 
concentrate mainly on golf as I had a very natural talent.  I took his advice and dedicated 
myself to golf. The last couple of years have been particularly busy, travelling to lots of 
National girls and Women’s Amateur golf events in England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
culminating in the R&A Girls Championships at Carnoustie. “Carnastie”, as it is called by 
many, is recognised as one of the most difficult courses in the World with the toughest back 
nine bar none – just ask Jean Van der Velde! So I was really proud to shoot under par for 
the last 11 holes on the first day even if Carnastie and its near impossible bunkers bit back 
on the second day.  A most beautiful course, but so, so tough! 
 
My handicap has steadily come down and I now play off +2. 
 
My dream one day is to play on the LPGA tour and I was fortunate to have lots of interest 
from American Universities offering me golf scholarships.  Almost exactly a year ago, I 
signed for a fantastic University – Pepperdine which is in Malibu, California – yes, that 
Malibu! 
 
Pepperdine is a top Division 1 university which counts Danielle Kang and rising PGA star 
Sanith Theegala amongst its former team members. Their men’s team won the USA NCAA 
Championship in 2021 and the Women’s team has on of the best golf programmes in the 
US. It is professional golf facilities just without being paid.  This is a 4-year programme and 



 

 20 

I will also be studying Business Management.  I am very much looking forward to joining in 
January 2023 – in fact it is only 78 days away – I am counting down!! 
 
I will finish this afternoon by saying another big thank you to all the Dorset County 
volunteers, without your commitment, dedication and time, these events would not be 
successful and run as smoothly as they do. So, thank you all once again. 
The President thanked Charlotte and wished her well for the future. 
 
 
13. Date of 2023 Annual General Meeting: Wednesday, 18th October, 2pm at 

Broadstone Golf Club 
 
 14.  Date of the next Delegates meeting: FRI 18th November, on Zoom 
 
 
The President thanked Dudsbury Golf Club for all their help and co-operation in 
hosting the AGM and closed the meeting at 15.50 pm. 
 


